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SUBJECT: 1976/77 UK SUGAR BEET PLANTING INTENTION 

1. BRITISH SUGAR CORPORATION (BSC) ANNOUNCED 1/26 THAT 
TARGET SUGAR BEET ACREAGE EOR THIS YEAR HAS BEEN ACHIEVED 
AND ACCEPTANCES ARE NOW BEING SENT TO GROWERS FOR A 
RECORD 510,000 ACRES (488,000 ACRES ACCEPTED 1975/76 BUT 
ACTUAL PLANTINGS AMOUNTED TO 480,000 ACRES.) 

2. BSC OFEICIALS SAY ACTUAL AREA SOWN COULD FALL 
SLIGHTLY SHORT OF ACCEPTED 510,000 ACRES. GROWERS ARE 
ENCOURAGED BY INDUSTRY'S PLAN FOR EXPANSION AND THE 
EXPECTED BEET PRICE OF CLOSE TO POUNDS STERLING 19.00 
PER TON. IT UAS NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT BY SOWING TIME 
EXPECTED RETUPNS FROM ALTERNATIVE CROPS MAY HAVE 
IMPROVED RELATIVE TO BEETS - AND THUS, LESS THAN THE 
ANNOUNCED INTENTION COULD BE ACTUALLY SOWN. 

3. COMMENT: IF THE TOTAL ACCEPTED ACREAGE IS SOWN, 

ONLY WITH EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD YIELDS WOULD TOTAL 
PRODUCTION LIKELY EXCEED THE "A" QUOTA CEILING OF 
1,040,000 METRIC TONS. SHOULD DOMESTIC PRODUCTION 
EQUAL THE "A" QUOTA, APPROXIMATELY 2.3# MILLION METRIC 
TONS OF RAW SUGAR WILL STILL HAVE TO BE IMPORTED DURING 
THE 1976/77 CROP YEAR TO MAINTAIN CURRENT LEVELS OF 
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